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This little book of satire is composed of cartoons, written and drawn by Paul Goddard. The author is a retired Radiologist. This is a book for a read on a train or short plane journey and is inexpensive (less than 2 gallons of petrol!). While the book will be of interest to 'mature' consultants, especially those approaching retirement (or even retired) as a reminder of "times gone by" -- it should be read by others -- including younger consultants and trainees.

In an easy to read and well-illustrated little book Professor Goddard touches with gentle satire -- such topics as -- super-specialisation, over investigation, rising malpractice, clinical freedom, mentorship, rising political and societal expectations, drug interactions, complexity of medicine, the loss of Matron, working time directives and much more. Throughout there are satirical comments on modern NHS management.

At first sight it is a book of satire, it is readable and would be valuable for senior and junior doctors and their managers to browse through -- not all in the past was good but not all was bad either -- we can learn from the past as the NHS of the future unfolds -- this little book is a useful, painless way of so doing.

Professor Roy Spence, OBE, MA, MD, LLD (Hon), FRCS, Consultant Surgeon
